
Lesson 0: Section A
In this lesson we will be discussing what types of questions you will encounter in Section A. The 
Summer 2018 IGSCE English Language B 4EB1/01R paper will be used as an example. Please have 
exam paper PDF open whilst you read through this lesson, you will need it later on. We have provided 
a link to this PDF in the introductory section of the course. 

In this lesson, you will learn:

• What types of questions you will encounter in Section A. 

• How long you should spend answering question A and creating plans. 

• What section A questions look like. 

• What extracts you will refer to in each question. 

I would suggest that students read through every question in the exam paper before they begin 
reading the extract. 

Whilst you read through the questions, note down any key information you will need to locate in 
the extracts or anything you might want to look out for. There will be more information on what you 
should consider when approaching each question later on in the course. 

Once you read through the questions in each section, begin to read through both extracts, noting 
down or underlining any key pieces of information. After you have finished reading the extracts, you 
should now begin to tackle section A. 

It is suggested that you spend 1 hour answering this section. Moreover, it is suggested that you 
spend 1 hour answering each section (A, B and C). However, the exam is three hours long and you 
must set aside time during these three hours to read the extracts and plan your answers. 

Therefore, I would suggest that you spend no more than 10 of those minutes creating plans for 
questions 3, 6 and 7. This leaves you with roughly 45 minutes to answer all 7 questions. Answering 
questions 3, 6 and 7 will consume the most time during this section. 

In Section A of the exam you will encounter 3 types of questions: 

1. Questions 1, 2, 4 & 5 are information retrieval questions. 

2. Questions 3 & 6 are analytical questions. 

3. Question 7 is a comparative question.

The questions will be based on the two extracts you have been given:

• To answer question 1, 2 and 3, you will refer to Text One,

• To answer questions 4, 5 and 6, you will refer to Text Two,

• To answer question 7, you will refer to both Text One and Two.



For example, the questions from Section of the Summer 2018 English Language B 4EB1/01R paper 
look like this.

4. Using lines 7-12, state one of the positive things the writer says about being organised. 

5. In lines 39-48, the writer talks about the importance of being tidy. Identify one of the points she 
makes. 

6. Explain how the writer persuades the reader that tidiness and organisation are important.  You 
should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including brief quotations. 

7. Using lines 3-11, give one of the problems Kristyna Krueger has with her son’s room. 

8. In lines 18-28, experts give some advice to parents about teenagers and tidiness. Identify two of 
the points they make. 

9. Explain how the writer presents the problems that parents and teenagers have about tidiness. You 
should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including brief quotations. 

10. Refer to BOTH Text One and Text Two to answer the following question. 
Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey different ideas and perspectives about 
being tidy and organised.  
Support your answer with examples from both texts. 

In the next 12 lessons we will explain:

• What these questions are.

• How you should answer these questions.

• How markers will be assessing your answers.

In this lesson you have learned that:

• That it is suggested that you take one hour to complete section A. 

• That you should spend about 10 minutes creating plans for questions 3, 6 and 7.

• That there are three types of questions in Section A – information retrieval questions, 
analytical questions and a comparative question. 

• That you will refer to text One in questions 1, 2 and 3.

• That you will refer to text Two in questions 4, 5 and 6. 

• That you will refer to both text One and Two in question 7. 


